he he 


CONNECTICUT CHAPTER 


VOLUME 12. NO. 4 


Richard F. Cooper surveys the 77 acres he has given to establish a new nature preserve. 
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NEW PRESERVE IN LYME 


Richard F. Cooper of Lyme has given 77 
acres in Lord’s Cove to the Nature 
Conservancy. The new preserve fronts on 
Lord’s Creek and the Connecticut River. 
Most of the acreage is river flood plain 
backed by low upland, on the easterly side 
of the river, below Hamburg Cove. 

Mr. Cooper’s gift acreage is across the 
river from another Conservancy holding, 
Turtle Creek Wildlife Area in Essex. The 
new preserve is part of an area well-known 
to bird-watchers and sportsmen. Bird life 
favoring the habitat includes ducks, geese, 


rails, herons, egrets and osprey. The land 
also supports a mammal population of 
deer, muskrat and fox. 

The scientists who evaluated the property 
were Richard H. Goodwin, William 
Niering and Roger Tory Peterson. They 
said, ‘‘...The marsh is part of the finest 
tidal river marsh complex in the State...It 
is an important part of the scenic lower 
Connecticut River... It is top quality, from 


‘both a scenic and biological point of 


: oe) 
view. 
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Chapter Elects 


Geoffrey Baker of Wilton was elected 
chairman of the Connecticut Chapter at 
the fall membership meeting. 


A graduate of Oxford and the University 
of London, Mr. Baker has resided in the 
United States since 1937, and has a 
master’s degree from Yale University. He 
was a principal with Technical Planning 
Associates in North Haven, consultant 
planners for community land regional 
development. 


Mr. Baker is a member of the Wilton 
Planning and Zoning Commission. He is 
an author and an editor. 


Elected vice chairman was Elmer Madsen 
of Bristol. Philip Smith of Weston is the 
new treasurer of the chapter and Mrs. 
Richard Wolf of Wethersfield, the 
secretary. 


Trustees form the governing board of the 
Connecticut Conservancy. Elected to 
serve were Charles C. Abbott of Pomfret, 
Dr. Dorothy Goodwin of Storrs, Ms. 
Mary Anne Guitar of Redding, Reverend 
Paul Munson of North Haven, Garrett 
Nevius of Hartford and Dr. Thomas 
Siccama of East Haven. 
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GIVE A GIFT TO THE EARTH 


For Christmas this year, why not a gift to 
the earth? To save our planet’s surface 
life, the earth needs gifts just now. If the 
earth’s life is saved, our world can con- 
tinue its gifts to us. 

With this thought in mind, no gift to 
others, whether family or friends, would 
do such double duty in the environmental 


crisis as a Nature Conservancy mem- 
bership. It would give young people, 
longing to help in the crisis, a worthwhile 
field of activity. It would tell adults, 
particularly landowners who love their 
land and want to preserve it as nature 
made it, a practical way of doing it. It 
would enlist young and old in the ranks of 


Conservancy—the organization whose 
total resources are spent in saving the 
land. 

Please note the membership classes listed 
on page three. Fill out the form, attach 
your gift list and check, and mail to the 
chapter office. Recipients will get a 
holiday card advising of your generosity. 


Help Wanted Ad 


(from the chairman) 


1. Population of Connecticut is now over 
three million. 

2. Membership of Nature Conservancy, 
Connecticut Chapter totals less than one 
thousand, i.e. less than 0.003 per cent of 
the population. 

3. Area of Connecticut is just over three 
million acres. 

4. Area of land preserved by The Nature 
Conservancy in Connecticut totals almost 
ten thousand acres. i.e. less than 0.003 per 
cent of the state is now in safe hands. 


0.E.D. 


1. We need more members. 

Please mail us a postcard with the names 
and addresses of five people who might 
like to hear about The Conservancy. 

2. We need more land. 

Let us know what opportunities there may 
be for 


significant areas in your neck of the 


preserving some _ ecologically 


woods. 


The chapter voices appreciation for the 
services given by retiring trustees and 
officers Charles A. Clark of Old Green- 
wich, Mrs. Howard Hill of Westport and 
Robert Kunz of Bridgewater. 
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POND MOUNTAIN 
ADDS ACREAGE 


Pond Mountain Natural Area in Kent has 
added 38 acres with the purchase of land 
belonging to Warren S. Ackerman. The 
acquisition borders both the trust area and 
Macedonia State Park. The Conservancy 
financed the sale with its project revolving 
fund. This loan will be repaid with money 
raised locally. 

The extensive Pond Mountain preserve, 
770 acres, has marked trails which are 
open to the public. They are maintained 
by an active management group. The new 
territory offers an excellent view of Pond 
Mountain at the north elevated end of the 
property and has some wetlands at its 
southern boundary. Deer, raccoons, 
porcupines, a rare bobcat and an _ oc- 
casional copperhead occupy the land. The 
scientific evaluation of the area was done 
by Dr. Richard H. Goodwin, biologist at 
and Robert 
Riedeman, ecologist at Kent School. Both 
are trustees of the Con- 


Connecticut College 


Connecticut 
servancy. 
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Members and guests enjoy tramp through Pike Nature Preserve in Ledyard after fall 


membership meeting. 
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NORTH BRANFORD 
PRESERVE CREATED 


Miss Elizabeth A. Livingston and _ her 
sister, Miss Helen H. Livingston, have 
established a new nature preserve with the 
gift of seven acres in North Branford to 
The Conservancy. The land, adjoining 
their farm, is forested with mixed hard- 
wood and a few hemlocks, untouched for 
many years. It affords excellent views of 
the Farm River Valley. A small, boggy 
pond is part of the acreage. The land gives 
evidence of supporting deer, opossum, 
Con- 
servancy is turning the land over to the 
North Branford Conservation Trust, Inc., 


raccoon and copperhead. The 


with protective reverter arrangement to 


insure its preservation as a natural area. 
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National president Patrick F. Noonan 
addresses chapter. Pix by Elemer Kardos 


TURTLE CREEK NEWS 


Gov. and Mrs. Chester Bowles have given 
another fractional share in their estate in 
Essex to The Conservancy. The 99 acre 
preserve has received its permanent name, 
Turtle Creek Wildlife Area. In line with 
the educational program in the planning 
for the preserve, Chester Bosworth and 
Gene Shalar, naturalists on the faculty of 
Southern Connecticut College are working 
on a booklet which will give a_ brief 
scientific study of the natural life to be 


found in the preserve. 


DUCK POND HILL GROWS 


Duck Pond Hill, a Conservancy preserve 
in Greenwich, grows in acreage each year, 
due to the generosity of the original donor, 
Mrs. Thomas B. Hess. Her new gift of 
land increases the holding to twelve acres. 
All of the land overlooks a waterfowl 
refuge the Hesses maintain on Duck 


Pond. 


Hundred At Meeting 


The fall membership meeting of the 
Chapter was held September 30 in 
Ledyard, at the farm of Dr. and Mrs. 
David Marshall, Pike 
Nature Preserve. hundred 
people were in attendance, to elect officers 
(see page one) and to hear an address by 
president of The Con- 
servancy, Patrick F. Noonan. 


Thomas A. 
Gaines, told the gathering that the chapter 
has helped preserve over 80 parcels of 


adjoining the 


Over one 


the national 


Retiring state chairman, 


land, totalling eight thousand acres. 


The task of saving natural areas is 
especially important in Connecticut, he 
noted, since the state has 620 people per 
square mile, compared to a_ national 


average of 58 people to the square mile. 


Pad iy % 


elected ch 


apter chairman, Geoffrey 
Baker, speaks to membership. 
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The Nature Conservancy, 151 Brookdale Rd. 


Stamford, Connecticut 06903 


Please accept my gift of $ 
Please enroll me as a member of The 
Nature Conservancy. | enclose $ 


‘Name 


‘Address 


Contributions are tax-deductible. Please 
make checks payable to The Nature Conservancy. 


Members greeted by Dr. David Marshall, 


host of meeting. 
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!TFREE OFFER!! 
The May-June, 1973 issue of Holiday 


magazine had a four page account, with 
magnificent color photographs, on The 
Nature Conservancy. If you would like a 
copy of the reprint, send a_ postcard 
request to Nature Conservancy, 151 


Brookdale Road, Stamford 06903. 


QUINEBAUG PROTECTION 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles K. Levonius of 


Canterbury have given The Conservancy 
a conservation easement for an area of two 
and one half acres along the Quinebaug 
River. Which means that this river 
frontage, extending back about 700 feet, is 
protected from building, dumping or 
destruction. It is hoped that the Levonius’ 
easement will be the start of an assembly 


of many more to protect this river. 


Membership Classes 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS: 


Patron* 
Sponsor*® 
Guarantor 
Supporting $50 


Contributing $25 
Family $15 
Subscribing $10 
Junior (18) $5 


$1000 
$500 
$100 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP _ $300 
* (Includes Life Membership) 


Adrian M. Matthews, on right, transfers land title to Elmer Madsen, left, chapter vice- 
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chairman, for addition to Barnes preserve. Observing are Mrs. Terry B. Fletcher, 
president of the Barnes Nature Center and on her left, Miss Susan Slate, its director. 


Bristol Press pix by Peter Maronn 


Preserves Scoreboard 


Within the last year, the following 
holdings have been added by The Con- 
servancy in Connecticut. 

East Haddam: Burnham Brook Preserve. 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard H. Goodwin have 
given remaining interest in the 99 acre 
preserve. 

East Lyme: Pattagansett Marshes. A key 
addition of five and a half acres, the entire 
western portion of Watts Island. A gift of 
David H. Malmfeldt, Roderick R. Wash- 
burn and Frederic L. Way. 

Essex: Meadow Woods Natural Area. 
Ear. Canfield has conveyed another one- 
tenth interest in this 97 acre preserve. 
Greenwich: Duck Pond Hill. Two more 
acres given by Mrs. Thomas B. Hess, 
raising preserve’s total to ten acres. 
Groton: Pequot Woods. A new 79 acre 
preserve, gift of Mrs. Lucy Tompkins 
Wormhoudt and conveyed to the town. 
Litchfield: Bantam River. Easement 
given by Harold A. Schwartz adds five 


hundred feet to protected area. Plus one 


thousand added feet of protected banks 


through action of Imogene Richards 
Upton and William Merril Shaw 
Richards. 

Pomfret: Dennis Farm Preserve. New 
area of 380 acres, established by gift of 
Colonel Edward B. Dennis. 

Redding: Devil’s Den. Addition of 15 
acres, a gift of Ledgewood Estates, brings 
Conservancy’s largest holding in the state 
to 1471 acres. 

Ridgefield: Florida Hill Preserve. A 26 
acre tract purchased as an advance 
acquisition for the town. 

Trumbull: Trumbull Woods. Mrs. 
Martha K. Langsdorf’s gift of two acres of 
woodland, conveyed to the Aspetuck Land 
Trust. 

Warren: Kent Falls Brook. Half mile 
covering both banks covered by con- 


servation easement by action of owners, 


Mr. and Mrs. Newell Rogers. 


Barnes Preserve 
Enlarged 


The Harry C. Barnes Memorial Nature 
Preserve in Bristol has almost doubled in 
size with the purchase of 28 acres from 
Adrian M. Matthews of Burlington and 
his brother, Charles A. Matthews of 
Hyattsville, Maryland. 


The bargain sale was financed by The 
Conservancy’s Project Revolving Fund, to 
be repaid when the purchase price has 
been raised locally. Elmer Madsen, the 
chapter vice-chairman, arranged for the 
acquisition, with Sherwood L. Anderson, 
Ill, E. Bartlett Barnes and Terry B. 
Fletcher. 


The new acreage, half in Bristol and half 
in Burlington, is traversed by the newly 
opened Connecticut Blue Trail, which is a 
part of the Tunix Trail. Walking trails 
within the original preserve, which was 
established in 1970, will be extended into 
the new territory. 


Gift Completes 
Juniper Hill Area 


Ownership in Juniper Hill Natural Area in 
Middlebury by The Conservancy has been 
completed with a gift from Leavenworth 
Porter Sperry, Jr. The 132 acre preserve, 
established in 1970, is managed by the 
Middlebury Land 
Association, Inc. They 
maintain a mile of foot trails through the 
land. 

About a fourth of the preserve is wetlands, 
with the remainder upland hardwoods. 
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